
' ASHINGTON. The Interest
In tho personality of Orover
Clovolnml has unliirnlly re-

called many incidents of
the days when his was tho
most forceful flguro In

Anicrlcnn public life. Nothing which
Jie over did while president attracted
more attention than tho famous mes-
sage ho sent to congress In December,
IS95, on the subject of Great Britain's
controversy with Venezuela over the
boundary between tho latter country
and Hrltlsh Guiana. In an Interview
with a New York Times correspond-
ent Hilary A. Herbert, then Mr. Clevo.
land's secretary of tho navy, now for
Hie first time tells tho true Inwardness
of that historic episode.

"Tho foundation 'for Mr. Cleveland's
celebrated Venezuelan message," said
Mr. Herbert, "was tho nolo of Secre-
tary of State Olnoy to Lord Salis-
bury, the British minister for foreign
affairs. That note was written during
tho congressional recess, three months
before congress convened, and before
Mr. Cleveland's message was prepared.
The Olney note was drafted after a
consultation between the secretary of
state and Mr. Cleveland during the
summer at Great Gables on Duzzard's
bay. Mr. Olney went there, as I have
always understood, to confer with the
president about 'the Venezuelan ques-
tion. The note was submitted to every
member of the cabinet. I remember
distinctly I was In Washington that
summer and a copy of the note came
lo me and Mr. Carlisle, tho secretary
of the treasury, and Mr. Lamont, the
secretary of war, and wo considered
the policy together.

"I remember that as tho note devel-
oped It almost took my breath away,
anil I was inclined to oppose Its presen-
tation, but before the reading was fin-

ished I realized Its force and value and
I heartily approved it. Hetween Mr.
t'urlisle, Mr. Lamont and myself some
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suggestions were mado as to amend-
ments, slight, my under-
standing is that theao amendments
wero subsequently All the
cabinet knew for three or four months
belore congress convened that this
bombshell had been prepared. Never-
theless, it was kept absolutely secret.
Nobody knew anything about it. As
Mr. Cleveland himself said, ho did not
believe in doing public business on the
sidewalk. Tho mossugo that Mr.

afterwards wrote was prepared by
himsolf just aftor ho had returned from
.an outing. Ho had gono down the
river on a fishing excursion, nnd when
lio got back tho message was wiltten,
occupying him for two duys. Tho mes-
sage was read to the cabinet before It
was sent in. I do not remember wheth--o- r

any suggestions wore asked or of-

fered, tho message being a condensa-
tion tho very powerful Olney note."

"Did you anticipate that war would
result from tho fessngeV"

"No, I did not think so, because I

did not think there was enough In the
controversy causo a war between
the two which were so close-
ly allied in blood nnd business. Of

.course, such measures as could bo
--taken with tho moans In hand bo
prepared in case of troublo wore takon
by tho navy department, but there
was neither tlmo nor money nor oppor-tunit- y

to mako any extensive prepara-
tions."

,A REGULAR CHURCHGOER.
father was a

CLEVELAND'S Whon the sou was
elected president tho Ho v. Dr. d

of the First Prosbytorlan
(church in Washington determined to
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make every effort to Induce Mr. Cleve-
land to attend his church. Immediate-l- y

aftor tho inauguration Dr. Sunder-
land called upon tho president, and the
latter agreed to be enrolled among his
parishioners. Cleveland was very reg-
ular In attendance. Always a large
ciowd assembled In front of tho
church to see him entering and leav-
ing The crowd was amazed to find
that when the carriage stopped Cleve-
land would leave the vehicle and start
for tho door, while some ono else
would have to pssist Mrs. Cleveland to
alight. Then she would hasten after
her husband and, catching up with
him, the two would walk up the aisle

to their pew.

A BAD CAMPAIGNER.
was known always as

a bad campaigner. It was an ex-

tremely difficult thing to get him
to take an active part in politics, even
when he was running for ofllco him-
self. When he was nominated for may-
or of Uuffalo, a quarter of a century
ago, his political managers were in
despair because of his Indifference.
The future president would promise to
speak, but when the time camp he
would fall to appear, and then it was

necessary to send carriages for him
and drag him to tho meeting. Hut his
popularity was so great that he experi-
enced little difficulty in polling a large
vote for mayor. This campaign oc-

curred during a time of political up-

heaval, when Uuffalo was one of the
doubtful cities of the state. From the
close of the war up to tho '90s no one
could foretell just how the municipal
elections in Uuffalo would turn out.
Cleveland was made candidate for gov-

ernor particularly because of his vig-
orous administration of tho mayor's
office. His most conspicuous act was
the veto of an ordinance of tho council
granting a contract for tho
city to personal friends. Cleveland
regarded this contract as against pub-
lic policy, and, notwithstanding tho
pressuro exercised by his closest ad-

visors, he disapproved tho measure, and
by this act attracted tho attention of
tho state. Therq is not the slightest
doubt that what Mr. Cleveland did on
that occasion had a greater bearing
on his futuro political career than any-
thing he had done.

A FRIEND OF THE PEN.
CLEVELAND took a great In-

terest in pension legislation. Ob-

serving a discriminating
which was most important, botli for
tho public treasury and from the point
of view of those veterans of unblem-
ished records, it was his custom to

each net and all tho facts con-

nected with tho claim of tho benefici-
ary with tho greatest care. If he found
a flaw In tho record he would put a
voto on tho back of the act in his own
handwriting, Cleveland rarely dic-
tated. Ho found his Idoas llowed bet- -
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tor when bis pen touched the paper.
His handwriting was small, but clear.
It was like copper-plate- . Probably no
president of recent times used a pen
with as much frequency as Cleveland.

The painstaking character of Mr.
Cleveland's work will be realized when
It is known that he made a personal
examination of every paper that came
before him. This particularly was
true of the records of courts-martia- l of
officers of the army and navy.
Whether the defendant was an ensign
or an admiral, a lieutenant or a gen-
eral, he could depend on Mr. Cleveland
to give fair consideration to the re-

port of his trial. It frequently hap-
pened that Mr. Cleveland detected
flaws In the proceedings ot the court,
in which case the officer benefited
either In the way ot modification of
his sentence or a new trial.

EMBARRASSING FRIENDSHIPS.
of the remarkable traits of Mr.

Cleveland's character lay In his
ability to shake himself loose from

embarrassing friendships upon reach-
ing a position where he was charged
with the responsibility of filling fed-

eral offices. Probably this was most

His Family Taken at Their Princeton

strongly illustrated during the months
following his inauguration as presi-
dent, when Washington was crowded
with hungry place hunters. Two days
before the 4th of March, 1SS5, about
300 Huffalonlans came to tho capital,
marched from the freight depot on Vir-
ginia avenue to Odd Fellows' hall on
Seventh street, nnd took up their
quarters in tho latter building. This
contingent lustily carried out the os-

tensible purpose of Us visit to "Whoop
it up for Grove." Tho main object of
every man, howovor, was to secure a
job under tho federal government.
Their ambitious ranged from collector
of Internal revenue down to driver of
tho mail wagons. Tho candidates re-

mained lu Washington seven days nnd
then departed without a slnglo plum
in their possession. Of that noblo
band of 300 none secured an appoint-
ment from Mr. Cloveland during either
of his administrations.

The most conspicuous example, per-
haps, of Mr. Cleveland's unwillingness
to consider friends for public office
was that furnished by tho case of tho
late Daniel M. Lockwood. Lockwood
placed the name ot Cleveland before
Democratic conventions for mayor,
governor nnd president. As his re-

ward ho sought appointment as United
States minister at Madrid. Ho secured
enough indorsements to qualify him-
self for a cabinet office. Mr, Cleve-
land had othor views, liowover, with
the result that tho closo friendship be-

tween tho two men was ruptured, nnd
Mr. Lockwood did not renomlnnto
Cleveland In tho convention of 1?8S.
Tho breach was apparently uuclosable,
but at last Mr. Cleveland tendered
Lockwood tho position ot district at- -

torney for tho northern district of
New York. This was Indignantly

nt first, but subsequently ac-

cepted for the benefit of Lockwcod's
young associate, William 11. Hoyt.

CLEVELAND'S HOME LIFE.
ONE occasion a New York paper

ONwhich was especially virulent in
its treatment of Mr. Cleveland

printed a story to the effect that on
tho previous night he had gotten beast-
ly drunk and had kicked his wife down
stnlrs, bruising her terribly and black-
ing both her eyes.

Those who knew the charming rela-
tions which existed between the presi-
dent and his wife were indignant at
the publication. That It was abso-
lutely false I quickly discovered for
myself. Crossing tho White House
grounds, I saw Mrs. Cleveland bending
over a bed ot pansies In which she
took special Interest. She was a beau-
tiful picture that morning. Her eyes
were as clear as crystal, showing that
she had slept well, and her skin with-
out a blemish. The alleged brutality
of Mr. Cleveland towards bis wife was
frequently described by the paper re-

ferred to, but never did I nee any Justi-
fication or foundation for the state-
ments It published. Because the presl-den- t

and Mrs. Cleveland refused to ex-

hibit their children to tho gaping
crowd reports were published that
they were Idiots and that one of them
was blind. These reports were not
only false, but so cruel as to arouse
tho hearty Indignation of the friends
of the president and his wife.

It has been often said, and with jus-
tice, that Mrs. Cleveland made an Ideal
"First Lady of the Land." Probably
Mrs. Cleveland did what no other wife
of a president attempted. At recep-
tions she would take a step forward
and shake hands with the caller, re-

turning to her position before saluting

1

Home.

the next in line. This was a task
which only a woman of tremendous
physical endurance could carry out
successfully. At the New Year's re-

ceptions, for example, 9,000 persons
greeted the president and his wife. So
that Mrs. Cleveland took 9.000 steps
and shook hands 9,000 times on each
of these occasions.

AS FRIEND AND LAWYER.

was more of a
CLEVELAND a social one. He en-

joyed few soclnl relations in Buf-fal-

rarely visiting the houses of
friends. At tho same time he was
most convivial with his male acquaint-
ances. Ho was fond ot playing cards
in his youth and spent most of his time
with tho boys. As a lawyer ho seldom
practised In court, and, while never re-

garded as a close student, ho had the
facility of grasping a legal problem,
which mado him Invaluable as counsel.
His practice was confined almost alto-
gether to his office, his associates
making the arguments lu court.

PRESIDENTIAL LOVEMAKING.

to a story In
ACCORDING time, Daniel S. Lamont

was the John Aldon of Grover
Cleveland In connection with tho lat-tor'- s

marriage. Lamont was sent by
the president to Uuffalo to ask Miss
Folsoni to marry his chief. There was
no "Speak for yourself, John," as Miss
Folsoni accopted tho offor. Miss Fol-

soni, of course, knew her futuro hus-
band vory well, as she had beon his
ward and had couio into froquent and
Intimate contact with him.
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The First Volunteer

HE first volunteer for the
civil war was Dr. Charles
F. Hand of Washington, Dmm C. A certificate In tho cap-lto- l

of Now York state at-

tests the priority of Dr.
Rand's tender of his services. This
certificate Is signed by tho mayor
two prominent citizens of Uatavla, N.
V., also by tho county clerk
tho sheriff of Gencseo county, stating
that In than ton minutes aftor
tho for troops by President Lin-:ol-

April 15, lSCI, for 75,000
the name ot F. Rand was en-

rolled ns a soldier.
Among the war records at Wash-

ington thero is cf an earllor
than that of Dr. Jtand

:ho honor therefore been given
llm by common consent.

only was Dr. Hand first
rolunteor for tho civil ho
was also tho first soldier to tho
:ongrcsslonul modal of honor for

gallantry In action.
This ovent occurred at Blackburn's
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Ford. Va., in le3s than three months
after his enlistment. His command
was ordered to retreat, and overy man
obeyed save young Hand, at tho tlmo
but IS years of age. Tho rest of hla
battalion of 500 men was swept in dis-
order from the Held, but Hand held
his ground, despite the fact that tho
field was plowed by shot and shell
all about him. The enemy finally ab-

solutely refused to fire at tho boy
standing bravely alone and firing at
them as coolly as If ho had a regiment
at his back. Hand then crept across
tho field and a deep ravine and joined,
the command of Gen. A. II. Harnum.

The congressional medal of honor
was not Instituted until a year later,
and the first one struck off was pre-

sented to Rand for his distinguished
gallantry on that memorable day al
Ulackburn's Ford.

Memorial Day Address.
Perhaps tho most remarkable Me-

morial day address in the country was-tha- t

delivered at Marysville, Kan., by
Dr. Williamson F. Boyakin, who was
tho Grand Army orator on tho 100th
anniversary ot his birth. In mattot
tiud delivery the speech Is said to havt
been far above tho average.


